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As 2020 began, we at Double Portion were considering the challenges we anticipated with preparing lunch in our “tiny kitchen” 
while the kitchen remodel was occurring. Little did we know that the renovations would barely be underway before the Coronavirus 
pandemic would shutter the state and change life as we knew it. Double Portion quickly worked to change both our cooking and 
delivery methods so we could continue the work of serving God’s people with lunchtime meals and non-perishable food & personal 
care items. 
 
Within these past nine months we have seen God’s faithfulness over and over. In times when regular volunteers were sparse, the 
Lord provided new volunteers who had more flexibility in their work and school schedules. In times when shelves were nearly bare, 
the Lord provided donations of food and hygiene items through His people who gave generously. And in times when the numbers of 
guests increased by up to 20% in just a matter of days, no guest was ever turned away empty-handed. To God be the glory. 
 
We served a total of nearly 9,400 meals with an average of 63 meals served each day this year. We have seen our numbers dip again 
this past year which we believe to be due to several factors, including 1) the increase in direct-to-consumer services provided by 
Feeding America’s weekly boxes, 2) an expansion of services at St. Joe’s Pantry which eliminated income limitations and 3) a general 
concern of our guests to leave their homes during the pandemic. Although we saw our numbers decline by about 20% in March with 
the stay-at-home order, our numbers are now back to about what they were in January. We are grateful to be able to continue to 
provide this valuable service to those in need. 
 
We are so grateful for St. Thomas Church, which provides the facility, utilities and financial assistance for Double Portion.  The 
kitchen renovation, completed this summer, has greatly improved efficiencies in the kitchen and has allowed us to prepare our 
meals quicker and with fewer volunteers than was previously possible. This has proved to be especially helpful during the pandemic, 
and we look forward to utilizing even more features when we return to in-person dining later in 2021.  
 
Additional sources of income for operations this year were Calvary Bible Church and generous donations from individuals. We also 
received in-kind donations from Panera Bread Company and Manderfield’s Bakery who provided us with weekly bread and dessert 
items to be distributed with our meals. We continued to be blessed by groups providing fully prepared meals such as St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church, Double Portion Home Cooks and Knights of Columbus Post 5514. In prior years we were blessed by food donation 
drives that were not able to be held in 2020. Our partner churches and individuals in our community have really stepped up to fill 
that gap by providing financial donations as well as making actual purchases, especially in spring when quantities were limited in a 
way that meant our board could not buy enough items to meet the need, even when funds were available. 
 
Double Portion continues its partnership with Feeding America where we are able to purchase both perishable and non-perishable 
food items and personal care products for our pantry for just cents on the dollar. Although their quantities were also limited this 
year, we received and distributed over 4,800 pounds of food at a cost of less than $0.40 per pound. These items were purchased 
through Feeding America grants from “Stock the Shelves” community financial outreach and J.J. Keller Foundation.  
 
Double Portion continues to fill a practical need to those who walk through the door by providing a meal and pantry items.  It also 
provides an opportunity to share the gospel with others as Christ works through us in order that they would have a personal 
relationship with Him.  Our prayer is that God continues to use Double Portion as His vessel that many will come to know Him.   
 
Double Portion serves lunch every Monday, Wednesday (except the third Wednesday of each month) and Thursday at 11:30 AM in 
the St. Thomas fellowship hall and distributes non-perishable foods/personal items from the pantry.  It is an ecumenical ministry 
sponsored by St. Thomas Church, Calvary Bible Church and St. Patrick’s Church.  

http://www.double/

